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SUBJ: MORE RELIGIOUSLY INSPIRED VIOLENCE 

REF: TEHRAN 7069 

SUMMARY: VIOLENCE IN SHIRAZ AND ISPAHAN OVER PAST WEEKEND 
HAS TOUCHED ON AMERICANS. THESE AND SEVERAL OTHER INCIDENTS 
APPEAR TO HAVE STEMMED PROM MEMORIAL CEREMONIES LINKED 
TO BURIAL OP AYATOLLAH KAPI. RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY TOUCHY. 

END SUMMARY 

1. SHIRAZ CONSUL TOMSETH REPORTS CROWD BROKE ALL WINDOWS 
IN SHIRAZ IAS ABOUT 10 PM EVENING JULY 27. POLICE GUARDING 

INSTALLATION RAN AWAY AND HID, FINALLY REPORTING 
INCIDENT FOLLOWING MORNING. INVESTIGATION UNDERWAY. 

CONSUL KNOWS OP NO OTHER UNTOWARD EVENTS IN SHIRAZ 
IN PAST PEW DAYS. 

2. ON JULY 28-29, ISFAHAN SAW MAJOR DEMONSTRATION AND 
VIOLENCE, SOME OP WHICH COINCIDENTALLY APPECTED AMERICANS. 
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ACCORDING TO ANCONSUL MCGAPFEY, TROUBLE BEGAN EVENING 
JULY 28 WHEN CROWD EXITED ABOUT 9:30 PM PROM MEMORIAL 
SERVICE POR AYATOLLAH KAPI AT WHICH MASHAD MULLAH'S 
STATEMENT WAS READ, REPORTEDLY REPEREING TO "MASSACURE" 

IN MASHAD. CROWN SURROUNDED PASSING GRUMMAN CO. BUS 
AND BROKE SEVERAL WINDOWS, BUT THERE WERE NO INJURIES. 
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3. ISFAHAN CROWN THEN PROCEEDED DOWN STREET, BREAKING 
ALL WINDOWS IN 60-PLUS PARKED AUTOMOBILES AND CAME TO 
MAIN INTERSECTION NEAR U.S. CONSULATE. MOB INTERRUPTED 
TRAFEIC OVER NEARBY CITY BRIDGE. IN PROCESS, ONE 
AMERICAN'S CAR WAS SURROUNDED AND ONE WINDOW BROKEN. 
POLICE EVENTUALLY BROKE UP MOB AND CHASED PEOPLE AWAY, 
SUBSEQUENTLY CLOSING OEE CHAR BAGH ST., A MAIN DOWNTOWN 
ARTERY. CITY HAS REMAINED UNEASY EOR PAST TWO DAYS. 

CITY BUS DRIVERS ARE ON STRIKE, AND SERVERAL BUSSES HAVE 
REPORTEDLY BEEN STONED. U.S. CONSUL REPORTS MULLAHS IN 
LOCAL MOSQUES HAVE BEEN MORE STRIDENTLY ANTI-STATE OVER 
PAST WEEK, AND VOCAL DISCONTENT HAS INCREASED. DEMONSTRA- 
TION WERE NOT RPT NOT DIRECTED AGAINST AMERICANS, BUT SOME 
HAVE BEEN CAUGHT UP AT RANDOM. CONSUL HAS SUGGESTED TO 
AMERICAN COMMUNITY THAT PRUDENCE DICTATES KEEPING CLEAR 
OE CROWDS. 

4. ON EVENINGS JULY 27 AND 28, TEHRAN POLICE ARRESTED 
TOTAL OF 12 INDIVIDUALS FOR TWO DISRUPTIONS RELATED TO 
MEMBORIAL SERVICES EOR AYATOLLAH KAEI, ACCORDING TO PRESS. 
OTHER SOURCES SAY NUMBER ARRESTED MAY HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT 
HIGHER, IN 15-20 RANGE, WITH OVER 20 PEOPLE HURT IN 
MEMORIAL EVENTS. ONE SOURCE NOTED POLICE OBVIOUSLY 
READY EOR TROUBLE IN WAKE OE EARLIER OUTBREAKS (REETEL). 

5. ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING ISEAHAN, ON JULY 26 
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CROWD IN RAESANJAN (KERMAN PROVINCE) TRIED TO PULL DOWN 
STATUE OE SHAH. POLICE TRIED TO DISPERSE CROWN AND 
EVENTUALLY FIRED ON GROUP, WITH SOME DEATHS (NO NUMBERS 
GIVEN). EMBASSY HAS HEARD THIS STORY FROM TWO DIFFERENT 
SOURCES BUT HAS NO INDEPENDENT CONEIRMATION SPECIEIC 
DETAILS. 

6. PRESS JULY 20 ALSO CARRIES STORY ABOUT DEMONSTRATION 
IN HAMAD AN WHICH INJURED NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHEN POLICE 
PREVENTED EURNERAL CROWD FROM SETTING FIR TO RED LIGHT 
DISTRICT. PRESS SAID TROUBLE BEGAN WHEN EUNERAL EOR 
AYATOLLAH MOLLAH MOLLAH ALI HAMAD ANI PASSED NEAR RED 
LIGHT DISTRICT. 

7. CURRENT RUMOR MAKING ROUNDS IN TEHRAN AND MAJOR 
CITIES IS THAT DEATHS OE SEVERAL AYATOLLAHS OVER PAST FEW 
MONTHS MAY INVOLVE SOME OFEICIAL SKULDRUGGERY. FACT THAT 
ALL THOSE MENTIONED WERE IN THEIR LATE 80'S EXCEPT KAEI, 

PLUS LACK OP SUSPICIOUS STORIES AT THE TIME SUGGESTS 
DEATHS WERE NATURAL OR ACCIDENTAL, PRESENCE OF RUMOR 
SUGGESTS HOW TOUCHY POLITICAL-RELIGIOUS CLIMATE IS HERE 
AT THE MOMENT. 
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